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There is now in the PRESS: 


An Expoſition of the Old and New Teſtament ; wherein 
each Chapter is ſum'd up in its Contents, the facred Texts 
inſerted at large in diſtinct Paragraphs, each Paragraph re- 
duc'd to its proper Head, the Senſe given and largely illuſtra- 
red, with practical. Remarks and Obſervations. By the Late 


Reverend Mr. MaTrTauetew HENRY. In Six Volumes, in 
Folio. | | 


N. B. The Propoſals for Bringing theſe Volumes, with a 
= Yak the Work, may be had Gratis of Jo CLaxx, 
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3 2 i HEN I yielded to the 
VS je 1mportunity of - thoſe 
Gentlemen to Print this 

& SERMON, af whoſe Re- 


EY YEE "hour: 1 preach d it, 1 
| ". _ thought it a proper Op- 
portunity of telling the World how great 
2 2 I think myſelf under to 
— the Reſpect Jou ſpom d me in my 
tender Age. Aer it bad pleaſed: Goo 
2 to 
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to remove my moſt bonour'd and pious 
Grandfather out. of this World, and b y 
that Stroke to deprive my good Mather, 
ts well as myſelf, ” a very wiſe, 1. 
fectionate, and faithful Parent, Jou 
were pleas'd to expreſs a genergis Con- 
cern, that bis Defign to educate me for 
the Work of.) \the 4 Hould not 
miſcarry ; 5 and this I remember with 
the deeper Senſe of ' Gratitude as my 
dear Fother was then dead alſo. . You 
have *ſometimes expreſs” d a Satisfafion 
that you have liv'd to ſee your Deſign 
accompliſh'd, and were pleas'd that- the 
Providence of Go D /hould ſo order 
it, that ſome of the fi Fr Years of my 
Miniſt 7. were 55 in the Place 
where I drew my feſt Breath : So far 
I pave wy acceptable Aff ſtance 
to your -worthy Miniſters, or was any 
way ſerviceable to the Intereſt of our 
Great Lo R P, . reviem t oſe Years 
with Pleaſure, and take leave nom 
publickly to thank Tou, and all my 
Friend at T vegge * ar On 


A 


i d __ 


The Devicarion V 


* agreeably © ſcituated as I now 
am, I cannot, I ought not to forget 
to wiſh and pray in a particular Man- 
ner for the Succeſs of the Goſpel 
amongſt you; it would be a great 
SatisfaStron to me to hope, that this 
Sermon might contribute ſomething, if 
ever ſo little to that good End; per- 
haps the Ocraſion on which it was 
preach'd, may recommend it to ſome 
amongſt yoa, eſpecially conſidering that 
You alſo have lately erected a Charity 
School at Colcheffer, I doubt not on 
the ſame Foundations of Religion, Loy- 
alty, and Compaſſion to the Indigent, 
with This, and the Management of 
which is put into ſuch Hands as give 
"7 faireſt Proſpects of its good Suc- 
ceſs. 

However I am well ſatisfyd 
the Subject of this Diſcourſe will re- 
commend it to You, Sir, who have al- 
ways profeſs d à great Regard. to a 
FA Land the” ese World, Gas ll 

I ſhall be thankfull to Gov if I 
may be alle in an reſpect to comfort 


you 


you in old- Age who kindly aſſiſted me 
in my Vouth ; to this Purpoſe I preſent 
you with this Account of the Heavenl y 
Treaſure, and wiſh it may ſerve to 
revive your Heart under. the Burdens 
and Infirmities of declining Nature. 
I wiſh you, Sir, the. beſt Supports, 
now eſpecially in the laſt Stage of 
Life ; May you finiſh well, and obtain 
a good Report! And may we all who 
are the Poſterity of them who feared 
the LorD greatly, imitate their Ex- 
ample, obtain like precious Faith, and 
know within ourſelves that we have in 
Heaven a better and an enduring Sub- 
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J am, 


Your obliged Kinſman, 


. 


Heckney, 


Yau, 11. 173%, _ and humble Servant, 


Joux Barker: 


Luxx XVIII. 22. 


And thou ſhalt have 
Treaſure in Heaven. 


HE Occaſion on which 
Our Lord Jesus CHRISTA 
ſpake theſe Words, was 
{ome Diſcourſe He had 
with a young Ruler a- 
mong the Jews concern- 
ing the Way to obtain Eternal Life : 
A certain Raler asked him, ſaying, Good Ver. 18, 
Maſter, what ſhall I do to inherit eternal 
Life? This Perfon ſeems perſuaded 
there was a State of future Happineſs, 
convinc'd that ſome good Thing was 
to be done to obtain it, and affected 
with ſome good Defires of uſing a 
proper Means in order to come at 
this happy End ; and yet by the Man- 
ner of his Queſtion he appears ignorant of 
God's Righteouſneſs, and willing to go 4- 
bout to eſtabliſh his own. Our Lox v's 
JJ 


ver. 19, 20. 
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Anſwer to this Queſtion, is this, Why 
calleſt thou me Good? none is Good ſave 
One, that is God. Thou knoweſt the Com- 
mandments, Do not commit Adultery, Do 
not Steal, &c. I cannot but think this 


Anſwer intended to aſſiſt the Faith, 


ce 


and direct the Practice of this Enqui- 
rer; and yet, there ſeems to be ſome- 
what of Reproof in it alſo: I ſuppoſe 
the Senſe of it to be this: If you 
take me for a mere Man, this Title 
does not belong to me; but if you 
believe me more tlian a Man, and 
« really and truly God, as I indeed 
am, then this Title is my Due, and 
“ your Faith is your great Advan- 


« tage; but for ou Queſtion of 


“ inheriting Eternal Life, you know 
What you are taught, Keeping the 


4 Commandments is your Religion, 
(0s 


„this is the Way in which you Jews 
expect eternal Lite; I recommend 
Obedience to the Law in order to 


„this, tho? you are much miſtaken, 


“young Man, if you imagine you can 
keep the Commandments perfectly, 
Hand more {till, if you ſuppoſe that 
* you become hereby entitled to Eter- 
„ nal Life. Our Siviour ſeems to 


intend by recommending to this Ru- 


lity is one Part of real Religion; part- 


ler ſecond Table Duties, partly to 
teach him and all Men, that Mora- 


* 
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ly to ſhew him how ſadly his Spiritual 

Guides had corrupted the Law, who | 
inſiſted ſo much on Rites and Cere- | 
monies, as not to teach even common 

Honeſty, and eſpecially to fet him 

right in his Notion of Obedience: 
How much he was Wrong here, ap- 
pears from the Reply he makes to 
our Saviour's Anſwer, All theſe have T yer. 21. 
kept from my Touth up. Here this Jew | 
diſcovers great Ignorance of the ſpi- 
ritual Nature of the Law, and of the 

Divine Nature of CRX IST; he ſeems 
uneaſy to be put upon a Duty he 
thought he had long and well per- 
form'd; he expected Commendation, 
rather than ſuch Advice, his Reply has 
an Air of Challenge in it, and tancy'd | |- 
Perfection; and this brings CMS, | f 
whoſe Words were profitable for Re- | 
proof and Inſtruction, to diſcover this 
Perſon to himſelf, and to ſhew him 
that there was a certain Luſt which 
lay conceaPd under a Shew of exter- 
nal Religion, and had full Dominion 
over his Heart. Now when Jeſus heard ver. 22. 
theſe Things, He ſaid unto him, yet lackeſks _— 
thou one Thing; ſell all that thou haſt, 5 
and diſtribute unto the Poor, and thou 
ſhalt have Treaſure in Heaven, q. d. 
« Will you part with your Eſtate for 
<« eternal Life? Wilt you do this one 
„good Thing in order to inherit 

"RT B « what 
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(10) 
hat you ſeem ſo deſirous of? Will 
you fell your large Poſſeſſions, and 
give the Price thereof to the Poor, 
“it hereby you may obtain durable 
“ Riches in Heaven? It is plain, 
CurisTdid not intend this Cafe to 
be drawn 1nto a Precedent; theſe are 
not the general Terms on which He 
offers eternal Life; it is but very ſel- 
dom (Thanks be to Go p) that Chri- 
ſtianity becomes ſo expenſive a Thing 
as this to any of its Profeſſors; hut 
now, it was very proper to try the 
Faith and Charity of this young Self- 
juſticiary, and to expoſe the Miſchief, 
and Danger of one allow'd, and pre- 
ͤ—)ö—;ͤĩ§˙]ĩ3 ů ͤuul ed 12 7 
Tu Method I intend to obſerve in 
ſpeaking to theſe Words, is this: 


I. IWII I enquire what is meant by 
2 Treaſure in Heaven. 


II. WHEREIN : conſiſts the Advan- 
tage and Excellency of this? 


III. WAI we ſhould do to obtain it ? 


IV. WUAT is the Uſe- Wwe ſhould 
. make of this Subject??? 7 


I. War is meant by a Treaſure 
In Heaven? J [ r 1 , | 
_— TAE 


(11) 

Tae Expreſſion is plainly alluſive 
and metaphorical, but of very obvious 
Meaning, very proper to the Caſe 
in hand, and very inſtructive to us at 
this Diſtance of Time. The Thing 
intended by our Saviour, is that 
eternal Life this Jem had been enqui- 
ring after: By the Treaſure in Hea- 
ven therefore here recommended, 1 
underſtand, a State of future and eter- 
nal RBleſſedneſs, or the compleat Happi- 
neſs of the Soul in a State of unchange- 
ble, and immortal Glory. And. it may 
be proper to enquire, Why this is re- 
preſented as a Ireaſure? And why 
as a Treaſure in Heaven? 
1. Way is this call'd a Treaſure? 

I anſwer, n TIG bf 
(1.) To inſinuate that it is ſomething 
really and fubſtantially good. So are 
not the Treaſures of this World, but 
relatively, and comparatively only, as 
they are uſed, and improv'd by us, fo 
they are either good, or evil to us; it 
o happens that preſent Poſſeſſions, as 
eagerly purſu'd as they are, become 
not ſeldom hurtful and pernicious; 
what we ſo much court and covet; 
may be, and often is, our Temptation, 
and Snare. Should the Riches of this 
World, for Inſtance, allure the Mind, 
and make our Hearts proud, or our 
Looks haughty,. ſhoyld they feed a 
32 coves. 
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covetous Deſire, or become Occaſions 
of Luxury and Profuſeneſs, then are 
they laid upto the Hurt of the Owner, 
or laid out to his Prejudice and Ruin, 
But the heavenly Treaſure is not ca- 
pable of this Abuſe, it becomes not 
an Occaſion of Evil to us, but is a 
rich Proviſion for the precious Soul, 
and in a proper Senſe a ſolid and ſub- 
ſtantial Good. 

e) To intimate that it bs very pre- 
cious and valuable. 

A Treaſure 1s ſomething more chan 
3 valuable, the common Injoy- 
ments of Life are not eſteem'd wor- 
thy of this Name, it is ſomething coſt- 
I and precious, which lies near to 
Mens Hearts, and for the moſt part 
uppermoſt in their Affections; hence 
many Thoughts about it, Care and 
Fear that it be not loſt, and painful 
Sollicitude tolodge it in Places the moſt 
ſecure and fate, In this Reſpect how 
well may Grace and Glory be call'd 
a Treaſure! What 15 precious to a 
well - inſtructed Mind comparatively 
with the well-grounded Hope of fu- 
ture Happinets! He only has gain'd 
the Pearl of great Price, who is rich 
towards Gov ; could you collect all 
the Rarities of the World together, 
they would neither enrich, nor fatisfy 

een al. What Salamon _ 
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of Wiſdom, is truly applicable here, 

The Merchandize of it is better than Prov. iii. 
the Merchandize of Silver, aud the Gann 
thereof than fine Gold, It is more preci- 
ous than Rubi's; and all the Things thou 

| canſt deſire, are not to be compar d with it. 

The ſparkling Diamond does not fo 
much exceed our common Duſt and 
Clay, as the heavenly  outſhines an 
earthly "Treaſure; 'The Fruit of this is 
better than Gold, yea, than fine Gold; and 
the Revenue of it than choice Silver. 

3.0 If is thus repreſented the more 
probably to engage our Affection, 
and the more e Eually to draw out 
our Hearts and Endeavours after it. 3 
WHERE your Treaſure is, ſays CyrIsT, Matth. vi. 

there will your Hearts be alſo, What 

Men account their "Treaſure they co- 

vet, and purſue ; hence it is that world- 

ly Men make it their chief Care to 

be Rich, to gain, and increaſe their 

Eſtate is their great Contrivance, and 

continual Endeavour; ſhew them the 

Way to obtain large Poſſeſſions, and 

you forthwith inſpire their Hearts with 

Joy, and animate them with the moſt 

vigorous Reſolution, they burn witli 

Deſire to obtain theſe, and to accom- 

pliſh their Purpoſe, think it not too 

much to riſe up early, and ſit up late, 

and eat the Bread of Carefulneſs; that 

it is their Treaſure, is an Anſwer ” a 
s ; L110Us 
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thouſand Difficulties, and eſteem'd a 


ſufficient Recompence for the Cares, 


and Fatigues of Day and Night: Ho] 


much more then might we hope the 


Prov. ili. 
28. 


heavenly Treaſure might have this Ef- 
fect upon reaſonable Men! A Treaſure 
which endureth for ever, one would 
think, ſhould influence the Heart of 
every one to whom it is reveabd and 
offer d, that it is ſo real, and fo rich a 
Treaſure, will ſurely inſpire the Poor 
and, Needy, (and ſuch we all of us 


are) with Deſire and Reſolution to ob- 


tain it at any Expence of Pains and 
Labour, and the rather, becauſe We are 
encourag'd to hope, that if we ſeek it 


carly, and earneſtly, we ſhall ſind it; 


and /6btaining this, obtain Riches and 
Honour; yea, durable Riches, and Rigl. 
teouſneſs. ene e eee 
2. War is it called a Treaſure in 
Heaven ? | RAR Os. cat 
(u.) To diſtinguiſh it no doubt from 
every other Treaſure. And the dif- 
ference lies both in the Nature of it, 
and in its Duration. 
I x is of a more excellent Nature. 
EAR THL Y Treaſures are ſhadowy, 
and unſubſtantial, it is uncertain whe- 
ther we ſhall obtain them, and equal- 
ly ſo, how long we ſhall be able to 
poſſeſs or reliſh them; at beſt they 
yield but a low ignoble Comfort, and 
f | the 


(15) 

the Life of Man either as to the Con- 
tinuance, or Comfort of it does not con- 
72 in the Abundance of the Things which he 
poſſeſſeth. We ſee Men not only'die and 
leave, but live and loath their outward 
Abundance, the Appetite needs pre- 
paring oftentimes as well as the Ob- 
ject, and we ſeldom think there is any 
great matter in Riches or Pleaſures, 
but juſt till they are obtain'd and en- 
joy'd, then the Appetite ſickens, and 
the Object lies negle&ted; It is no 
uncommon thing to {light at one time 
what they did but too eagerly pur- 
ſue at another; and 'tis hard to'fay, 
whether we may not even hate to 
Morrow, what to Day we court and 
covet, ſuch is the Weakneſs. of Hu- 
mane Nature, and the Impotency of 
earthly Good. But the Treaſure our 
Saviour here recommends, is rich and 
precious, has a real intrinſick Value in 
it, is the ſame at all Times, and to all 
Poſſeſſors, is Great without Diminuti- 
on, Good without mixtures of Evil, 
and Freſh and New without danger of 
Decays and Death; it ſatisfies without 
tiring, and delights without abating its 
Force and Beauty; it is an Object ſui- 
able to the Nature of an immortal, and 

agreeable to the Taſte of a refin'd Soul, 
rational and manly, divine and hea- 


* 


very; N 


Ir is of an eternal Duration. HENcE 


HEN CE calld Bags that wax not 
old; A Treaſure in Heaven that faileth 
not, 3 durable Riches and Rightecuſe 
nes. This Treaſure, as it ſuits the 
Nature of our Souls, ſo it is commen- 
ſurate to our Immortality; ; the God, 
who changes not for ever, both gives, 
and makes, and is this Treaſure. It 
is of the Nature of an earthly Trea- 
ſure to fail, Go has A a Va- 
nity upon the whole World, and we 
receive its beſt Enjoyments 72 * — 4 
mortifying Sur 2: All theſe 
 #n the aſing. Whether our earthly aa. 
ſures will laſt us our Liſe- time, is very 
uncertain; but moſt certainly longer 
they cannot laſt : For naked came we out 
of our Mother's Womb, and naked muſt we 
return thither : But the heavenly 'Trea- 
ſure, is ſolid and ſubſtantial, durable 
and eternal ; its Continuance to ever- 
laſting Ages, gives it its intrinſick Va- 
lue, and makes it vaſtly. ſuperior to 
May be tal Gong 7 often _ 

Prov. Men hat Rzzbes, are not for 
Wi. 5, ver; 5 ar they male  themſelues Wings, 
3 and flee, away, 45 n Eagle towards Hen. 

vem! wg reat an Evidence is the 
N ure of this Truth, and 

W loudly does it call upon us practi- 
cally to believe that: the heavenly, is 
the only ſure and durable Treaſure; if 
ever the PE" World appear'd. in 

die 
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(7) 
Diſgrace, ai there was a more than 
ordinary Reaſon to ſecure and prize 
an Intereſt in that to come; it is now, 
when Mens Eſtates are dwindled away 
into nothing, „flouriſhing Circum- 
ſtances chang'd on a ſudden, and ſo 
the Wantonneſs of great Proſperity re- 
buk'd and puniſh'd with 10 the Mi- 
ſeries of great Adverlity. - | 


. 2.) To intimate, that it is a ale 
2 fecure Poſſeſſion. 


80 that Exhortation of our Bleſſed' 


SAviOuR, Lay not up for yourſelves trea- Mach. vi. 
fares upon Earth, where Math and Ruſt 19, 20. 


doth corrupt, uni where Thieves break 
through and. ſteal : Bat lay up for your» 
ſelves Treaſures in Heaven, where nei- 
ther Moth nor Ruſt doth” corrupt, and- 
where Thieves do not break through and 
ſteal. Earthly Treaſures are ſubject 
to Violence, Corruption, and Rapine, 
conſuming Flames devour them, deſo- 
lating Inundations lay them waſte, 
the Sons of Violence wreſt them out 
ot our Hands, the Providence of Goo 
takes them from one, and gives 
them to another; that Which is out 
of our Hands, may be always ſo; 

and that which is in our Hands to 
Day, may be ſnatch'd away to Mor- 
row, You fee what Havock is made 
with the Eſtates and Poſſeſſions of 
this amm every Day; the ſame Man 

C 


may 


1 

may be poor, then rich, then poor 
again; now liye plentifully, and. in a 
little Ti ime be reduc?d to want; to 
Day abound, to Morrow ſuffer N ed; 
one while give. Charity, at another 
22 and want it: Thus fluctua- 

g and: uncertain is all the Wealth 
oh — preſent: Word, But the hea- 
venly Treaſure is fecur'd by a bet- 
ter Title, and held with more abun- 
dant Certainty ; he who is rich towards 
Gop,'& bleſſed with a ſecure Portion, 


+» >. he has in Heaven a better, and an 


1 enduring Subſtance; Thi 


ings Above, 
are out of the Reach of Accidents, 
free from Violence and Corruption, 
and expos'd at no Time ce nx Kind 3 
of Uncertainty. + 
TG intimate, that ins Shel 

our Sight, and not the n, 1 
Senſe, but of Faith only 

Ir is a certain Treaſure, but it can- 
not now be ſeen; no Man can aſcend 
into Hoaven and bring down from 
thence any part of its Treaſures we 
mult believe, and take Gop's Word 
tor it, and depend upon him, who is 
True and Faithful, and cannot deceive 
us. This I fee is the Reaſon why the 
heavenly Treafure is often neglected, 
we are chiefly affected by ſenſibly Ob- 
jects ; | Things inviſible are too of- 
ten 5 * _ 

* wd | t 


(619) 
the moreſis the Pity, and the greater 
is the Shame. We are not left with- 
out an abundant Evidence of the Rea- 
lity and Glory of the future World, 
= Reaſon of Men will greatly re- 
commend and | approve. the Faith of 
Chriſtians; the Light of Nature teaches 
us, that there muſt be à State pro- 
— by the Great Aurhox of our 
Beings ſuitable to the Nature and Du- 
ration of our Souls. Go Þ has open'd 
to us a Proſpect of that World in his 
Word; our Lord Jesus Casisr came 
down from Heaven, and has brought 
us a Report concerning it, That it is 
a exceeding god Lana; and a divine 
Faith will — us to ſee the Reali- 
ty and Glory of it; as Moſes beheld 
Canaan from the Top of Piſgal, lo may 
the Belieyer now look into Heaven it 
ſelf by lirely Faith. Many good Men | 
have.experienc'd this to be the Mount 
of Viſion to their Souls, and experienc d 
the Truth of that of the Apoſtle, aan Heb, 1 
is the Subſtance of Things hoped for, the 
Evidence of Things net ſeen. The Invi- 
ſibility —— of the heavenly Trea- 
ſure, ought to be no Objection to the 
Reality of it, nor any Reaſon of Di- 
ſtruſt or Suſpicion to us concerning it; 
if Men can truſt the Ocean, and ven- 
ture their earthly Subſtance with the 
M mo and Seas, and conſign their 
5 C 2 Elleas 
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Zecl. ix. 
1. 2,11. 


Effects to the ** diſtant Parts of tlie 
World, upon the Credit of à Fellow- 


Creature, they ought much more to 


depend upon the Teſtimony and Truth 
of their Great CEA TOR for their more 
enduring Subſtance: He that will take 
the Word of a 'Man like himſelf for 


his earthly Treaſure, ought much more 


to take the Word, the Promiſe, nay, the 
Oath of Go 0 D > for aw pods one. | 


II. I am now: to ſbew the Excel- 
Fe has and OY of a Treaſure i in 
Heaven. 

Tur this is a moſt excellent Thing, 

may be concluded from what has been 
obſery'd already concerning the Na- 
ture, Duration, and Safety of this 
LTreaſure; and may be further illuſtra- 
ted from the following Conſidera- 
tions: 

1. IT is the Portion of Children.” | 

A Gift not of common Bounty, but 
of ſpecial Grace and Favour ; an Tn- 
heritance not divided among the Chil- 
dren of Men at large, but to ſuch as 


are ſtrictly the Children of Gov. 


Worldly Poſſeſſions are often the Fruit 
of Pains and Labour, or the Effect of 
Contrivance and Ingenuity, or drop'd 
in upon Men by what they call Chince 
or Accident, No Man knoweth Love or 
Nenne by al * is before” them; all 


Tg, 
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Things come alike to all; and there is 
one Event to the Righteous, and to the 
Wicked ; the Race is not to the Swift, nor 
the Battle to the Strong, nor Bread to the 
Wiſe, nor Riches to Men of Underſtand- 
ing. It is evident by the Character of 
moſt who poſſeſs earthly Riches, that 
Go p makes very little account here- 
of, the moſt deſpicable Men are often 
very rich, Perſons of mean Parts, ig- 
noble Birth, and low Eſteem, nay, 
the very worſt and vileſt Men not ſel- 
dom flow in Plenty, and have vaſt and 
large Poſſeſſions; ſuch a one as Ha- 


man, could tell of the Glory of his Riches, Eſther v. 


and the Pſalmift ſays of the Wicked, 11. 


That their Eyes ſtand out with Fatneſs, pfalm 
and they have more than Heart can wiſh : lxxi ii. 7, 


Behold, theſe are the Ungodly, who proſper '** 
in the World| they increaſe in Riches. 
But the heavenly Treaſure is the Por- 
tion of Sons, the Inheritance of Saints, 
none are entitled to this but the 
Friends of Go ov, and the Favourites 
of Heaven ; there mult be the Good- 
will of Gop towards us, and the 
Good-work of Go ov wrought in us, 
we mult be the Objects of his Grace, 
and the Workmanſhip of his Spirit, 
if ever we poſſeſs the heavenly Trea- 
ſire ; none can come at the Riches of 
Glory, but ſuch as are call'd, and cho- 
ſen, and faithful; Treaſures on Earth 
n are 


9. 


1 Pet. i. 
18, 
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are given. ö that in Hea- 
ven is appropriated to ſuch as are 
near and dear to Goo. : 

2. Ir is the Brie. of iavaluable 
Blood. 225 N 

Tas: heavenly. Treafure 18 the Gift 
of Goo, through Jesus Cusisr our 
Lord -who ſuſtained our Nature, and 
ſuſtained our Puniſhments; we had ne- 
ver been capable of it, had not the 
Son of-Go » been made Man, and 
made Sin for us, oſſering up himſelf: tho 
the Eternal Spirit without Spot to Ged. 
We are Creatures whoſe Condition is 
miſerable, as well as criminal; Sin has 
robb'd and ſpoibd us of our Riches, 
Original Righteouſneſs is loſt, and our 
whole Natures corrupted and deprav'd, 
we inherit the Sin- and. Miſery of our 
firſt Parents, and are poor, and blind, 
Cor. viii. and naked, wanting all Things; Bat ye 
know the Grate of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who tho he was rich, yet for our Sakes be- 
, that. we through his Poverty 
_ might be made rich. We are enrich'd at 
the Lo x 's Expence; the heavenly 
Treaſure is the Fruit of infinite Toil 
and Labour, of bloody Sweat, and 
Groans of Death: We are not redeem a 


came 


with corruptible Things, 4s Silver and GoMl, 


#* 
ac 
” 


bat with the precious Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Not 


hing can 


give a Sinner a Title to 
Heaven, but the Merit of the Hes 


; ; \ 
( f ö ü ) 
(23 
* | 


nal Sox of God; it is 4 purchas d Pol. 


ſeſſion, But Man knoweth not the Price Job 
thereof; neither is it found in the Land of - atbin 


the Living. The Depth ſaith, It is not 
in me: Aud the Sea, It is not with me: 
It cannot be gotten for Gold, neither ſhall 
Silver be weighed for the Price thereof; 
it cannot be valaed with the Gold of Ophir, 
with the precious Onyx, and Sapphire. 
The Topaz of Ethiopia cannot equal it, 
weither ſhall it be valued with pure Gold. 
God had been for ever aſham'd to be 
call'd our Gov, had not the Word been 
made Fleſh, and dwelt amongſt us; had 
He not been made Sin, and ſuffer'd in 
our Stead: And this Conſideration, 
ſhould enhance the Value of this Trea- 
ſure in our Eſteem, and endear the 
Purchaſer of it to our Souls. 2 
3. Ir is a Proviſion: for the nobler 
and more excellent Part, the precious 
and immortal Soul. teen 

EAR THLY Treaſures reach not 
this; but leave the Soul where they 
found it, if not rather worſe than bet- 
ter: Nothing under the Sun can feli- 
citate an immortal Spirit; our Bodies 
may as well live upon Air, or breath 
without it, as our Souls be fatisfy'd 

with earthly Good: in the midſt of this 
Suſſic iency we ſhall be in Straits. After 
Men have ſuffer'd their Time and 
Affect ions to run waſte upon the 
— | World 
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World ever ſo long, wander'd over 


the whole Creation, and gone from 


1 Pet. i. 


pleatly good. 


one Thing to another ever ſo long, 
they ſtill remain reſtleſs and unſatiſ- 
fied. But the heavenly Treaſure is 
a Portion for the never-dying Spirit : 
the Soul, which is ſo truly the Man, is 
hereby - enrich'd and provided for; 
The Body is a periſhing Thing, and 
the preſent World of ſhort Continu- 
ance only; Death puts Rich and 
Poor upon a Level, and makes an 
End of all theſe Diſtinctions among 
Men. He therefore is the truly rich 
Man, who is rich towards Go p, 
he in a proper Senſe happy, who has 


a Manſion preparing for him Above. 


T would therefore ſay, Whatever be- 


comes of worldly Poſſeſſions and a dy- 
ing Body, give me, O my GO d, an 
Intereſt in that Inheritance which is in- 
corruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reſerved in Heaven. 4 

4. Ir 1s fully ſatisfying, and com- 

Tuts can never be faid of any 
Thing here below ; the Deſires of our 
Minds can never be fatisfy'd with 
Baggs of Silver, intellectual Pleaſures 
may as ſoon appeaſe our bodily Thirſt 
and Hunger, as worldly Poſſeſſions ſa- 


tisfy the Breathings of our Souls; there 


is no Sutableneſs, and therefore there 
PRO cat 
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can be no Delight. We ſee it true in 
Fact, that the Rich are not the moſt 
eaſy, fafe, and happy Men; on tlie 
cContrary, the impatient Thirſt of Cain 
which puts them upon adding to their 
Subſtance, uſually increaſes in Propar- 
portion as that is enlargd. They 
Who flow in the greateſt Abundance, 
are commonly the moſt fatigu'd, and 
the moſt incumber'd; they are Slaves 
to alternate Care and Fear; hence we 
are wart d againſt a covetous Temper, | 
advis'd, 1 Riches increaſe, not 10 fie | 
our Hearts upon them; and exhorted, 
not to truſt in uncertain Riches, but 75 
the Living God. He who ſaid, Spal, 
tale thine Eaſe, thou haft "Goods laid 8. 
for mam Tears, is . — for a Pool, 
"and pronounc'd Miſerable. Riches are 
not ſatisfying in tlie ſmootheſt Pro- 
ſperity; much leſs then in the Day 
- of GO vs" Wrath, when the Body is 
viſited with Pain or Sickneſs, the Soul 
ſtartled with a Senſe of Sin, or the 
World around us ſhaken with the 
Judgments of the Lo RD Almighty. 
But the heavenly Treaſure fatisfies 
the Soul, and makes Amends for the 
Abſence or Loſs of every earthly Good ; 
'a Title to 1 * will take the Snare 
out of our good Things, and the 
Sting out of our evil ones, will aſ⸗ 
5 the Fores of 9 Pain, 
D - relieve 
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relieve the Diſtreſs of Poverty itſelf 
and enable the Chriſtian to fill up the 
Vacancies of Lite with eaſy and com- 
fortable Reflections. When we are 
toſs'd in this tempeſtuous World with 
ever ſo many adverſe Winds, when 
the Waves and Billows of Affliction 
go over our Heads, when without are 
 Fightings, and within are Fears, yet will 
the Hope of Heaven, be as an Anchor 
of the. Souls both ſure ard ſtedfaſt, en- 
tring into that within the Vail. The 
Pr oſpect of approaching Glory, gives 
an Accent to the Pleaſures of Life, 
brightens the Darkneſs” of Death 
| 'Klelf, and reconciles the Soul to the 
| entire Will of Gop; and the actual 
| Poſſeſſion makes the Happineſs perfect 
| And entire, wanting nothing: This Trea- 
| ſiure once obtain d, enriches the happy 
| 
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| Soul for ever, and remains an un- 
; | changeable Good, without the leaſt 
; Mixture of —A 1; bo? 

| 


| 
| „ anboelk; we _ to ob- 

| tain this heavenly Treaſure ?.. _ 
| Some think, they can do 61/5/25 
4 in + order to obtain it, and ſo be- 
= come fatally. remiſs and careleſs: And 

| others, /perkaps, imagine they can 
11 1 with great Eaſe, do all that is need- 
l ful at any Time, and fo become bold, 
NM 


-preſumptuous, and offenſive to Go p; 
the Scripture plainly rebukes theſe 
Opinions, 


—— 
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Opinions, and ſeem to me clearly to 
reveal the Duty which Goo requires 


here; I {hall direct you in it in the 


following manner. 7 $6 
1, BEG of GopeffeQually to per- 
ſuade you of the Excellency, and Ad- 
vantage of this Treaſure. 5 

Loox into your own Hearts, and 
attend to the Voice of Reaſon and 
Conſcience ; look into the Holy Scri- 
ptures, and read over the large Ac- 
count given there of the Reality and 
Glory of the future Happineſs, the Ne- 
ceffity that lies upon us to look after 
it, and the dreadful Condition of 
ſuch as finally neglect it; Look abroad 
into the World, and conſult the Expe- 
rience of all your Fellow-Creatures, 
and learn from them, who are the 
truly happy Men; And then reſolve 
to look up to God for Wiſdom and 
Grace to conduct yourſelves aright in 
this Matter. Aſſure yourſelves, what- 
ever ſerves to magnity an earthly, or 
to diminiſh the Heavenly Treaſure in 


your, Eſteem, is a Temptation, and a 


Snare. Beſeech Gov, for the Sake of 
CrurisT, That you may not be fa- 
_ tally deluded here: Pray for the Spirit 

2 2 eee 4 in the Knows 
ledge 0 z/t, that the Eyes of your Un- 
derftanding ht be rf as that ye 
may know what is the Hope of his Calling, 
3 end 
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aud what the Riches of thei Glory. of his 
Inheritance in the Saints. Be fearful 


3 St 


one Thing is necaful, inn 
2. COME unto CHRIST. 0 
Tals young Ruler was undoubt- 
edly right in coming to Cuxisr with 
his important Queſtion, What ſhall I 
do to inherit Eternal Life? None ſo 
proper to conſult in ſuch an Affair, 
as He who came down from Heaven 
in order to teach the Ignorant the 
Way thither. - Himſelf has told us, 
That He is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life, and no Man can come unto the Fa- 
ther, but by him. When the Apoſtles Paul 
and Salas, were ask'd by the trembling 
Jailor this important Queſtion, Sirs, 
Ast xi What must ] do to be ſaved? their im- 
39, 3 mediate, and yet moſt deliberate An- 
ſwer, Was Believe in the Lord Jeſt us C hriſt, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved, Surely, if there 
be a plain Truth in all the Bzble, it is 
this, That God has given to us Eternal 
Life, and this Life is in his Son. Let 
> | us 


of 


us carefully obſerve this; That the 
Death of CHRIS has purchas'd this 
Treaſure, his Word only reveals it, 
and his Hand alone beltows it. II 
we are not blinded, we muſt needs 

ſee. that we are vile and guilty Crea- 
tures, weak and impotent, wretched 
and miſerable; we are both without 
a Title to Heaven, and altogether un- 
meet to enjoy a State ſo holy; and if 
everour guilty Souls be juſtify'd and ac- 
quitted, and our diſeas d Souls be heal'd. 
and ſanctify' d, it muſt be by the Righ- 
teouſneſs, Grace and Spirit of IS Us 
CHRIST. His is a Great and Preci- 
ous Name in Heaven, and Go p has 

preſsly declar'd from thence, That 
there is Salvation in no other: For there Ags iv. 
is no other Name given under Heaven 12. 
among Men, whereby we can be ſaved, but 
his only. Wohatſoever therefore leads 
us to reſt and ſettle upon this Foun- 
dation which Go Dp has laid, will be 
likely to prove ſerviceable and ſa- 
ving to us: He that believeth on the Job iii. 
Son, hath everlaſting Life; and he that 36. 
believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſez Life; 
buf the Wrath of God abideth on him. 

3. You mult deny yourſelves. . 
II any Man will come unto me, let him Rath. 
deny himſelf. In this Chapter you have vi. 24. 
the Parable of the Selfyuſtifying Pha- 
_ tiſee, and the Self. condemning * 
tne 


ver. 19. 


a... 4 
the latter of which, is faid to be ju- 
{tity'd rather than the other, and the 
Reaſon aſſign'd is, Every one who exalt- 
eth himſelf, ſhall be abaſed ; and he that 
humbleth himſelf, ſhall be exalted. There 
is no Eternal Life for them who truſt 


in themſelves that they are righteous, and 


deſpiſe others. The Jews were rejected 


Rom. x.3, 


and ruin'd by this vain Confidence in 
themſelves, They were ignorant of Gods 
Righiteouſneſs, and went about to eſtabliſh 
to themſelves a Righteouſueſs of their own; 
not ſubmitting themſelves to the Righteouſ- 
neſs of God. Sinful-ſelf oppoſes God's 
Holineſs, and what may be calPd Re- 
ligious-ſelf, is an Enemy to the Me- 
dator's Grace and Glory; till there. 
fore we are brought to part with our 
beloved Sins, and to diſclaim the Dig- 
nity and Power of our own Works, 
we are in no wiſe likely to enter in- 
to the Kingdom of Heaven ; without 
this, we are ſo far from being likely 
to obtain the Heavenly Treaſure, that 
we do not, as I conceive, ſo much. as 


fee, and rightly apprehend our Need 


of it. h 
4. You muſt keep the Command- 
ments. 
By this, T mean to recommend a 
ſincere and uniform Holineſs, as the 
Soul's Meetneſs for Eternal Life. Al- 
though no mere Man is able perfect- 


ly 


ly to keep the Commandments of 
God; yet every good Man knows 
Evangelical Holineſs to be eſſential in 
true Religion. Obedience is the beſt Sa- Micah vi. 
criſice; aud God has ſh:wed us what is*: 
gooa, and what the Lord requires of us; 
viz. To ao juſily, to love Mercy, and to 
walk humbly with God. Our keeping 
the Commandments of Gov, will 
never give us a Title to Heaven; but 
without a ſincere Deſire to do this, 
and a regular, ſteady Endeavour to 
approve ourlelves -obedient, and duti- 
ful, we can by no means give a ſuf. 
ficient Evidence that we are in the 
Way thither. If thou wilt enter into 
Life, keep the Commandments; ſays 
CHRIST. Intimating Direction, no 
doubt, as well as Reproof. There 
are Things to be done, as well 
as. Things to be believ'd in the 
Chriſtian Religion; and our Great 
MASs TER expects our Compliance, 
and Obedience in both. Some indeed 
tell us, there is no Need of Faith; 
and others, that there is none of Holi - 
neſs: But both theſe are much mi- 
ſtaken; For without Faith, it is impoſ- 
ſible to pleaſe God: And, without Foli- 
neſs, no Man ſhall ſee the Lord; i. e. 
enjoy, and be happy in Gov as a 
Portion for ever. Faith is the Prin- 
ciple of the Divine Life; and _ 
4.3 | | ne | 
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neſs is the Image of the Divine Nature; 
both are neceſſary, and lovely; Go o 
hath joyn'd them together, and no Man 
| how eo to er them alunder. 


AN p now, as 0 Application of 
this Subject, we may infer, 
ir. THE Vanity of the preſent 
World, and the Glory of that to 
come. The beſt and greateſt of this 
World's Treaſure are liable to Cor- 
ruption, attended with great Uncet- 
taiaty, and incapable of yielding a 
ſolid, and laſting Satisfaction: All the 
Hope therefore which reſts and cen- 
ters here muſt needs prove as the 
vielding up of the Ghoſt : But the 
Treaſure in Heaven faileth not; here 
are Bazgs that wax. not old, Bread 
which periſhes not, but endureth unto 
Eternal Life. How happy were it 
therefore, that while the Word and 
Providence of Gov are pouring Con- 
tempt upon preſent Things, and mag- 
nifying the Greatneſs and Importance 
of thoſe to come, they might en- 
gage our ſerious Attention, and cloſeſt 
- Purſuit. 


2. THE Danger of urge rote. 
ſions. 


Tais is the Reflexion of our 16 ©D 
- Himſelf upon the Suhject before us, 


ver.24,*s- How hardly ſhall they that have Riches 


enter 
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enter into the Kingdom of God ! for it 
is eaſter for 4 Camel to go through 4 
Needles Hye, than for 4 rich Man to 
enter into the Kjngdom of God. The 
Meaning is, Men are apt overmuch 
to prize and value earthly Treaſures, 
to purſue em too eagerly, to love em 
when obtain d too intenſely, to put an 
idolatrous Truſt in them, to part with 
them, when forc'd out of their Hands, 
with unreaſonable Regret .and' immo- 
derate Sorrow of Heart; not to uſe 
and improve them to the beſt Purpoſes 
while they live, and not to diſpoſe of 
them aright, it may be when they 
come to die: and by this Means Riches 
become a Snare, hazard the Comfort 
of thoſe who poſſeſs them, and en- 
danger their Souls. But, yet the Al- 
mighty Grace of GOD can break 
down the Power of this Temptation, 
and raiſe Trophies to itſelf among thoſe 
who have ever ſo many Temptations 
to draw them another Way; They that 


heard this, ſaid, Who then can be ſaved? er. 26, a7. 


And He ſaid, The Things which are im- 
poſſible with Men, are poſſible with God. 
3. How many bid fair for Hea- 
ven, who yet come ſhort of it. 
Wu o would have thought this Ru- 
ler would not have follow'd CuxisT ? 
He little imagin'd Cux is r would have 
ſet the Terms of Eternal Life ſo very 
oy | B high; 


1 


high; nor had he done ſo, (it ſhould 

ſeem) but to expoſe the Luſt which 

lay indulg'd in his Heart. How well 

the Searcher of Hearts knew this Man, 

appears by the Sequel of the Story, 

ver. 23. When he heard this, he was ver) ſorromful; 
for he was very rich. His large Poſleſ- 
ſions drew away his Heart, and, car- 
ried him back into the World again. 
There is often a ſeeming, when there 
is not a real Converſion ; many are nigh 
to the Kingdom of Heaven, who yet 
never actually enter into it; almoſt they 
are perſuaded to be Chriſtians, but not 
altogether ;, ſome of Ca x15T's Terms 
may be liked by unregenerate Men, 
but not all; Ter lackeſt thou ane Thing ʒ; 
and that Want ſpoild. all. If our In- 
tention to cloſe with Cuxisr, end in 
faint Deſires, and ſome good Purpoſes 
only, it will avail us nothing. 

4. LET me take Occaſion from 
hence, to recommend the Heavenly 
Treaſure to your Eſteem and Purſuit. 

AN » this I would do with ſo much 
the greater Earneſtnels, becauſe of the 

great Miſtake of the Generality, even 
under the Light of the Goſpel. The 
Doctrine of the Goſpel, is like a Trea- 
fure hid in a Field, which few enquire 
after, and fewer ſtill find. Saving Grace 

is that Pearl of great Price, moſt wor- 
thy to be ſought diligently, and 91 — 
above 


(35) 
above a thouſand Worlds; but they 
are comparatively few who reſolve to 
go, and fell all they have, and buy it. 
How well would it be for their Souls 
if Men employ'd the ſame affectionate 
Coſt and Labour about the heavenly, 
that they do about an earthly Trea- 
ſure? I beſeech you, Sirs, as you value 
your Souls, take Heed of purſuing the 
preſent World, to the Neglect and Loſs 
of Heaven. You muſt needs perceive '_ 
that every Thing here Below is uncer- 
tain, vain, and periſhing ; ſhould you 
obtain never fo large an Eſtate, it is 
but an earthly Treaſure, and muſt be 
left in a little Time; the Year you are 
enter d upon may be your laſt in this 
World, and finiſh your Labour and 
your Life together. How many gay 
Proſpects, and great Deſigns of worldly 
Wealth has Death ſpoild the laſt Lear? 
How miſerable will your Condition 
be, if you are found at laſt among the 
Men of this World, whoſe Portion is in | 
this Life! Beware leſt God take you away Job xxxvi, 
with his Stroke ; then a great Ranſome can- ** 
not deliver thee : Will he eſteem thy Riches? 
"No, not Gold, nor all the Force of Strength, 
I ſhould efteem it a great Happineſs 
if I could preyail with one ignorant, 
deſtitute Creature to incline his Ear 
to Wiſdom, and apply his Heart to 
Underſtanding this _ - ſhould any 
e 4 8 0 
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be thus perſuaded, it would be a hap- 
py New - Lear to them indeed. I make 
you the Offer in the Name of my Great 
Lo»; you poor, and wretched, and 
miſerable Souls; of this great and bleſ- 
{ed Treaſure: And what will affect and 
inſpire you if not this! I am glad to 
be able to aſſure you from the Word of 
Prov. ii. GOD, That if you cry after Knowledge, and 
* nd fol- lift up jour Voice for 2 1 if 
* ith ber. as Silver, and ſearch for her 
46 for hid Treaſures; then ſball you under- 
ſtand the Fear of the Lord, and. find the 
Knowleage of God. If Wealth be your 
Ambition, behold a Treaſure | If Po. 

verty be your Dread, behold that Which 
is incomparably more and greater than 
Thouſands of Gold and Silver! Should 
your Eſtate be as much or more than 
your Heart can wiſh, let me tell you, 
it is as nothing, if. you have no Lot 
and Portion in this Inheritance ; and if 

you are ever ſo poor in this World, 
yet if you are rich towards Gp, all 
is well. What a mortifying Speech is 

that of Zyphar, to the — adyanc'd 
Job xx. and moſt proſperons Times: The tri- 
41 from umphing of the Wicked is ſhort, and the 

e 5th to 

the End. To of the Hypocrite, but for 4 Moment; 
be ſhall fly away as a Dream, and be chaſed 
way as a Viſion of the Night\; his Bones 
are full of the Sins of his Touth, which ſhall 
* down 9h 6 him in The Daft, he bath 
Inherit 


(37 
ſwalſomed down. Riches; and he ſhall vomit 
them up gain; God ſhall caſt them out of 
his Belly, In a Word, 10 poſleſs, this 
Treaſure is Heaven; to miſs of it for 
ever is Perdition; they who finally 
deſpiſe a Treaſure in Heaven, G0 Þ 
will deſpiſe, and reject for ever. Trem-· 
ble to think thou vain, ignorant, and 
worldly- minded Creature, What An- 
guiſh will fill thy Soul, what Terrors 
will be upon thee, when thy fatal Mi- 
ſtake will be ſeen too late, and ſuch 
Words as theſe be thundered in thine 
Ears; Becauſe I have called, and ye. have Prov. 3. 
refuſed, I have ſtretched out my Hand, and 24, 25, 26, 
po Man regarded; but ye have ſet at 
nought all my Counſel, and would none of 
my Reproof ; I alſo will laugh at your Ca- 
lamity, I will mock when your Fear cometh. 
5. THr1s Tebukes the Envy and Un- 
Eaſineſs of good Men at the -- preſent 
Proſperity of the Wicked. + "HP 
_ ProSeEROUs Wickedneſs, was ſuch a pg 1. --- 
Temptation to the Pſalmiſt, tlat he had * 
like to have overthrown his Faith in the 
Providence of Gp. When he faw 
the Wicked live and die with Eaſe and 
Comfort, and all their Pride, Prodiga- 
lity, Luxury, and Oppreſſion of others, 
1 have cleanſed my Heart in vain, in vain 
1 have walbe my Hands in Innocenc); 
but the Sanctuary of GO clear d BY: 
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this Matter; there he was taught to 
underſtand their End, and found upon 
the Whole, they were People more to 
be pity'd, than envy'd. 8avrely, Thou 
aidjft fer them in ſlippery Places; Thou caſt- 
eft them down into Deſtruction. How are 
they brought into Deſolation as in a Mo- 
ment! The are utterly conſumed with Ter- 
rors. As a Dream when one awaketh ; ſo, 
O Lord, when Thon awakeft, Thou ſhalt 
deſpiſe their Image. Behold the End 
of proſperous Wickedneſs! When we 
conſider the inferior and ignoble Na- 
ture of preſent Things, the Uncertain- 
ty and Vexation which attends them; 
how often they are Inſtruments and 
Occaſions of Sin, how ſoon they muſt 

be left, and how fad an Account the 
Poſſeſſors of them ofteatimes have to 
give, one would be well prepar'd to 
Pal xlix. take the P/almiſt's Advice, Be not thou 
6,7. afraid when one is made rich, when the 
Glory of his Houſe is increaſed. For when 
he dieth he ſh:ll carry nothing away ; his 

Glory ſhall not deſcend after him. Let us 
take heed, we do not arraign the Equi- 
ty of Providenee; we really do this, 
"when wicked Men are envy'd by us 
becauſe richer than we, and we wiſh 

- ourſelves with Egerneſs and Impati- 
ence in their Condition. Surely one 
Smile of the Gov of Heaven upon us, 
one peaceful Reflection in our own 
. Boſoms, 
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Boſoms, one ſecret, bopeſul Thought 


of being rich hereafter, and of ſhining, 
and reigning with Cx K15T in Glory; 
is incomparably preferable to ever ſo 
many worldly Poſſeſſions. How many 
Men appear in outward. State and 
Pomp, whole Character is vile, and 
whoſe Souls are wretched! How ma- 
ny inward Pangs, and ſecret Terrors 
often follow ſplendid Equipage, pay 
Attire, numerous Attendants,” and all 
the Pageantry of worldly Greatnels ? 2 
| — ſhall the Pious envy theſe? Shall 
d Men, whoſe: Happineſs is from 
— from Above, wiſh themſelves 
in the Place of the Wicked, G o p for- 
bid !|-MWhat tho" they boaſt themſelves in the 
Multitude of their Riches, "think their 
Houſes ſhall continue for ever, and call their 


Lands by their om Names; this thiir 


Way, is their Folly ; like Sheep they ſhall be 
laid in the Grave, Death ſhall feed upon 
them. Hagar's Wifh ſtands recommend- 

ed to our Experience as well as our 
Reaſon, Give me neither Poverty nor 
Riches! but feed me with Food convenient 
for me. The middle State is good and 
fate; but either Extream is very dan- 
gerous. 
6. Tais expoſes a cov etous, and re- 
commends a charitable and mercitul 

Diſpoſition, and Temper. - 

IT is one Part. of our SAvIOUur' 8 
r Intention 


Intention here, to ſhew | that preſſiug 
Occaſions of Charity to be rev 
garded by rich and profperous Men: 
Giving of Alms, is a good Sign of our: 
Contempt of this World; and Chas 
rity makes it appear we have Faith in 
one to come. Something of what Go 
has graciouſly given us, and we have 
honeſtly got, we ſhould. yet chearful- 
ly part with at His Command. The 
Goſpel; which is the great Rule of our 
Faith and Duty, inſiſts much on Cha- 
rity and Mercy, the Example of our 
Great MASTER, abundantly recom- 
mends it, Mo tho He was rich, yet for 
our Sakes) became poor. And it gives 
yet farther Force to the Duty, when 
we conſider, That herein, in part, con- 
ſiſts our Conformity to GOD: Love 
your: Enemies, and do good, and lend, 
hoping for \ nothing again: and your Re- 
ward ſhall be great, and ye ſhall be the 
Children of the Higheſt :. For he is kind 
to the Unthankfal and to the Evil. Be 
ye therefore. merciful, as your Father alſo 
#s mercifals Rien 


